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European Congress of URBAN Networks and Cities
‘Acquis URBAN’: From Vision to Action

Nearly one year after the European Conference URBAN Future in Saarbrticken, at which the vision
of the *Acquis URBAN’ was articulated, it is time to review how concrete preparations on mainstream-
ing the urban dimension are progressing and to exchange and discuss the current programming
process. At a time when all Member States and their regions are intensively working on their struc-
tural funds documents, specific attention must be given to the question of how the Acquis URBAN
can be translated into concrete actions.

This is why the German-Austrian URBAN-Network, the city of Graz and its Slovenian partner city
Maribor are planning the “URBAN Action Congress” that is strongly supported by URBACT. The con-
ference, taking place on the 30™ and 31% of March will be targeted at urban development actors,
technicians from cities but also from regional and national authorities in old and new Member States.
The congress will be particularly valuable to the new Member States as they did not have any UR-
BAN experience in the current EU structural funding period.

In the conference old Member State cities will present their experiences with and results of the EU-
funded urban development initiatives in terms of cohesion, growth and jobs. The conference will also
provide an overview of past experiences and ongoing preparation activities of European and national
URBAN networks, followed by a discussion of future actions. The importance of networking and the
exchange of experiences between old and new Member States will be particularly emphasised, to
promote the involvement of new Member State actors in European networks.

A European panel with Commissioner Hibner, Members of the European Parliament and national
representatives will highlight the current status as well as the political and strategic importance of
URBAN-mainstreaming. In addition, twin-presentations by regional / national and city representatives
from selected Member States will illustrate how local preparations can link with overarching funding
frameworks in the future. For further countries, especially the new Members States, representatives
from ministries will present the actual plans for programming the urban dimension at national / re-
gional level.

This will promote information exchange between local and regional urban development actors and
encourage discussions on the preparation process between different Member States. In result, all
participants will be sensitised at an early stage about the possibilities and requirements of the future
urban dimension. The conference will help to ensure that a strong urban dimension is implemented in
accordance with the defined Acquis URBAN and is anchored in all European countries.

We are looking forward to welcoming you at the congress.
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DRAFT PROGRAMME

Thursday, 30 ™ of March: URBAN NETWORKING FOR COHESION, GROWTH AN D JOBS

Venue: City of Graz, Fachhochschule Joanneum

8h30-9h30  Reception and Registration

9h30-10h00 Welcome and Introduction
- Dr. Blatt, Director of the German-Austrian URBAN-Network
- Mag. Siegfried Nagl, Mayor of Graz
- Mrs. Melita Cimerman, Vice-mayor of Maribor
10h00-11h30 Contribution of Cities to Cohesion, Gro  wth and Jobs: URBAN Experiences and
Perspectives

- “Cohesion Policy and Cities: the urban contribution to growth and jobs”
Rudolf Niessler, Head of Unit for Urban Actions, DG Regio, European Commission

- “Perspectives on the role of cities in future Cohesion Policy"
Roland Arbter, Austrian Federal Chancellery, Austrian Presidency of the European Union

- “Integrated urban revitalisation — good practices by URBAN Il in Leipzig”
Karsten Gerkens, Head of Office for urban renewal and housing support, City of Leipzig

- “URBAN Il Pamplona: New technologies, business promotion and labour market inclu-
sion”
Mrs. Mendia, Ayuntamiento de Pamplona (thc)

11h30-12h00 Coffee Break
12h00-13h30 URBAN-Mainstreaming in practice: Cities ' preparations within national and regional
frameworks

- “URBAN+: City-regional cooperation fostering the southern Graz City region and the
neighbouring municipalities”
City of Graz / Land of Styria

- “URBAN-Mainstreaming for medium and small cities and owns in Brandenburg”
N.N., Ministry for infrastructure and spatial development of Brandenburg / Christian Von
Faber, City of Luckenwalde (thc)

- Statements: “Preparing the urban dimension in the new Member States”
Helga Repassy, Vice-President, National Office for Regional Development, Hungary (tbc)
N.N., Czech Ministry for Regional Development (thc)

13h30-14h30 Lunch Break
14h30-15h45 Urban Networking: Linking Cities Experi  ences for Learning and Capitalising

Chair: Elisabeth Helander, European Commission, DG Regio, Head of Directorate D (tbc)
- “European URBAN networking: Added value by URBACT”

“Results and experiences from URBACT”
Vejo Kavonius, Head of the URBACT Monitoring Committee (tbc)

“First findings of the URBACT working group on local economic development”
Patrick Fourguette, French Ministry for Economy URBACT expert

- Statements: “National URBAN-Networks: focal points and direct interfaces to future Euro-
pean Networking”
Jean-Claude Grisoni, Director URBAN Network France
Christian Huttenloher, Coordinator German-Austrian URBAN-Network

15h45-16h00 Introduction to excursions: “Graz EU fu ~ nded urban development activities”

16h00-18h30 Excursions to the EU funded urban quart  ers of Graz
Parallel site visits to different EU-funded urban development projects of the city of Graz

20h00 Evening Reception hosted by Mag. Franz Voves, Landeshauptmann of Styria
This reception will take place in the “WeilRer Saal” at Graz castle

This programme is subject to change. Up to date
version is available on www.urban-netzwerk.de




Friday, 31st of March 2006: PROGRAMMING THE URBAN D IMENSION FOR THE NEXT
STRUCTURAL FUNDING PERIOD

Venue: City of Maribor, Hotel Habakuk
8h30 Bus-Transfer from Graz to Maribor (departing at hotels)

10h00-10h15 Welcome and Introduction
- Dr. Blatt, Director of the German-Austrian URBAN-Network
- Boris Sovic, Mayor of Maribor

10h15-12h30 Where do we stand? Preparing URBAN Main streaming of EU-Cohesion Policy
- Danuta Hubner, European Commissioner for Regional Policy

- Dr. Ivan agar, Slovenian Minister of the Governme nt Office for Local Self-Government
and Regional Policy

- Franz Voves, Landeshauptman of Styria (tbc)

- Dr. Alfred Finz, Secretary of State in the Austrian Federal Ministry of Finance, Austrian
Presidency of the European Union

- Jean-Marie Beaupuy, MEP and President of the Intergroup Urban and Housing
- Jan Olbrycht, MEP and Vice-President of the Intergroup Urban and Housing

12h30-13h30 Lunch Break

13h30-15h30 Programming and implementing the urban dimension in old and new Member States

Presentations and Statements from:

- Slovenia: Mrs. Metka ernel , Director of Directorate for Spatial Planning, Ministry of En-
vironment and Spatial Planning

- France:

- Italy: Italian Ministry for infrastructure and Transport (tbc)

- Netherlands: Ministry for the Interior and Kingdom Relations
- Poland: Ministry for Regional Development

15h30-16h00 Coffee Break
Transfer possibility to Graz (Airport and City Cent re)

16h00-17h00 Site Visit in Maribor centre including presentation of EU-funded measures

- Mr. Vladimir Rudl, MRA - Maribor Development Agency: “Maribor’s experiences with EU
pre-accession programmes (PHARE)”

17h00 Dinner Reception
Invitation by the city of Maribor: Wine tasting and traditional Slovenian delicacies

18h30 Transfer back to Graz

This programme is subject to change. Up to date
version is available on www.urban-netzwerk.de




Useful Information

Congress Venue 30" of March 31% of March
FH Joanneum Hotel Habakuk
Eggenberger Allee 11 Pohorska ulica 59
8020 Graz 2000 Maribor
Austria Slovenia

Translating Services

Simultaneous translating will be available in French, English, German, Slovenian, Italian and Spanish.

URBAN excursion Graz:
1: Inner-city site visit of physical urban regeneration projects
2: Connecting Graz West: Economic, social, transport and communication projects

Optional Events:

Optional Excursion (Saturday, 1% of April): An optional programme is offered to the participants of the
congress on the 3rd day. The city of Graz is organising an excursion to the EU INTERREG region Styria-
Slovenia.

Accommodation

Further information is provided on the separate ‘Hotels & Directions’ leaflet.
GRAZ
DANIEL (Designer Hotel): Link http://www.hoteldaniel.com
MERCURE GRAZ CITY ****; Link http://mercure.com
DAS WEITZER ****: Link http://lwww.weitzer.com
GRAND HOTEL WIESLER *****:  Link http://www.weitzer.com
MARIBOR
HOTEL VILLA MERANQ ***: Link www.magira.si
GARNI HOTEL TABOR ***: Link www.hoteltabor.podhostnik.si
HOTEL PIRAMIDA ****: Link www.termemb.si
HOTEL HABAKUK *****: Link www.termemb.si

Directions

- Graz Airport: There are public transport links to the main train station in the city centre. By bus no. 630 &
631 or by train. Timetables (in German) can be found under the link www.flughafen-
graz.at’/home/an_abreise uebersicht/fahrplan.php. The ride takes about 20 minutes. As the train station
is not very close to the airport, the fastest connection however is by bus or taxi.

- Vienna Airport: Catch a connecting flight to Graz. Alternatively, take the bus no. 1187 from the Airport to
Siudbahnhof (Wiedner Girtel) — 20mins; walk 5 mins to Sudbahnhof; direct train to Graz main station —
aprox. 2h40;

- Travelling to Maribor: Direct flights to Maribor Airport are available from Paris and Salzburg. The closest
international airport is Graz. Further airports include Ljubljana in Slovenia and Zagreb in Coratia, which
are both 100km from Maribor.

N.B. A valid passport (or for citizens of EU Member States an ID card) is required to travel from
Austria to Slovenial!

Helpful Internet Links

Graz: www.graztourism.at, www.graz.at Austrian Rail Network (OBB): www.oebb.at

Maribor: www.maribor-tourism.si, www.pohorje.si Slovenian Rail Network: www.slo-zeleznice.si/en/




Maps Showing the Location of the Congress Venues
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City of Graz

EU Programmes and International Cooperation
Stadtbaudirektion, Europaplatz 20,

8020 Graz

Austria

Gerhard Ablasser

Tel: +43 316 /872-4200 Fax:_+43 316 872 4209

E-mail: gerhard.ablasser@stadt.graz.at

Municipality of Maribor
Municipality of Maribor
Office for Spatial Planning
Grajska ulica 7

S| — 2000 Maribor
Slovenia

Ljubo Misic
Tel.: +386 (2) 2201 490 Fax: + 386 (2) 2201 493
E- mail: ljlubo.misic@maribor.si

German — Austrian URBAN -Network

Rue du Luxembourg
B-1050 Bruxelles

Christian Huttenloher, Network Coordinator
Tel. +32 2550 16 10 Fax: +32 2 503 56 06

E-Mail: ¢c.huttenloher@deutscher-verband.org




